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AM. Smith’s

California Wine Depot

by Steve Ketcham

Upon his birth in 1841, he was
named Hans Lykkejaeger. By 1915
when he died of wounds suffercd dur-
ing the Civil War, he was Andrew
Mason Smith. _His adventurous life
was recounted in his autohiography,
Up and down the World or Puddle
soar own Cance.

AM. Smith was 4 collector of
rare coins. He wiote a comprehensive
encyclopedia on the subject, and by
doing 50 touched many of his contein-
porary collectors. Ironically, his bu
hess savvy a5 a liquor dealer would
touchcollectorsof another sortof metal
vears later in ways Smith could have
never imagiried

When volumetwoof The Bortles,
Breweriana, and Advertising Jugs of
Minnesota. J830-1920was published
in 1987, nearly five full pages were
dudicated (0 A. M. Smith and the
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dozens of botles and related col-
lectibles born of his Califamia Wine
Depot. Tixcept for the four pages cov-
ering St. Paul's George Benz, no ather
Minnesota liquor dealer comes close
0 such a page tally in the Minnesota
bottle books.  Long time Minnesota
bottle collector Fran Rutherford spe-
cialized in Smith for years. [t was she
Who wrote the book's cuiry un Smith,
and I thank her for allowing mo o
reprint some of that information here.

It scoms A. M. Smith left his
impoverished home in Denmark at an
carly age and knocked about the world
for some time before landing in Salt
Lake City in 1872 It was there that
Smithopened his first Califurnia Wine
Depor. The excitementaf the nation’s
Centennial Exhibition, and the chance:
toscllits meny visitors a drink or twa,
drew the liguor dealer to Philadelphia

AN A4, Smith pumpkin seed flask.
Few other Minneapolis fiquor dealers
used this type of flask.

1876, After one busincss failure,
Smith’s fortunes grew. In 1886 he
moved to the heart of Minneapalis; his
bhusiness address was 249 Hennepin
Avenue for years.

While anly a couple of amber,
strap-sided, pint flasks bearing A. M.
Smith's Philadelphia address (533
Chestnut) are known lo exist, a great
mumber of Minneapolis picces are
availabletothe collector of Minncapo-
lis botrlcs,

shot glasses whioh A, Simith gave away in Minneapolis over the years
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[image: image2.jpg]Among Smith's advertising giveaways were a umber of
attractively lithographed metal serving trays. This tray

Smith

was manutactured by Charles Shonk of Chicago.

Of the many varieties of Smith
hottles, the clear, hall-pint pumpkin
seeds are among the most desimble
Twostyles exist. One features a hand-
finished lip suitable fora cork stopper
A second type of pumpkin seed fea-
tures a threaded neck, ground lip, and
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a screw-on cap. Roth cxamples bear
identical embossing: A M.SMITH'S
CALIFORNIA WINE DEPOT, A.D.
1892, 249 HEN AV, MINNEAPO-
LIS, MINN.

On the epposite end of the raricy
scale are (e typical ovoid whiskey
flasksin half-pint, pint, and quart sizes.
Quants may be found in amber, but
most Smith fasks are clear. Through
the years theembossing onthese flasks
changedlitle exceptforthe dates. bost
are_embossed: A, M. SMITI, 249
HEN. AV, MINKEAPOLIS, MINN,
CALIFORNIA WINE DFPOT, ES.
TABLISHED 1872.

For some reason yet unknows to
bottle collectors, Smith dated his flasks.
They arc found with the following
dares cmbossed beneath Smith s narne
1892, 1896, 1900, 1903, 907, 1909,
1914

Another variety of Smith vessel,
alsoon therare side, is the coffinflask.
The embossing is nearly identical o
that found on the avoid flasks, but the
word “Budaga” or“Bodega,” depend-
ing on which flask one finds, is found
on the coffin flask in place of a date.
A hodega is 1 wine shop, grocery, or
wing storage warehouse.

A nicely labelsd pocket flask
fealuring Golumbia and a baid 2agie

Another serving tray design, compliments of A.M.

One coffin variant also hears the
incorrect business address of 248
. Error bottles such as this
tible in their own
right and add fntorest o the hunt,

“Two more desirable items found
in the A. M. Smith gallery of collect
ible vessels arc the jug and the beer
bottle. Whena gallon boltle justwasn't
large enough, many liquor dealers and
their patrons lumed to the Stoneware
jugtocontain their goods. Smith used
Such jugs, and they were stamped with
his advertising. They are: rc.

Mr. Smith also bottled and sold
his own brand of beer which he chris-
tened Crescent Beer. Both amber
erown top and aqua blob-wop versions
of these bottles L,

Had A, M. Smith eft only bottles
behind. his name would livelong inthe
hearts of collectors. But this wine
merchant wasa prolificadvertiser. He
apparcnlly believed strongly in the
advertising give away, and dozens of
items bearing Smith’s name are avail
able 1o lend spice and sparkle to the
bottle colleetion

Atleast cight versions of 4. M.
Smith etched shol glasses exist. That
number incrcases if we count each of
the many dated “Happy New Year”
shot glasscs. Two highball glasses are
known. A nice looking etched beer





